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Title: EMTALA: Pearls and Pitfalls 

Target audience: All interested healthcare providers 

 

During this presentation, Dr. Peterson provides an overview of the legal and historical foundation 

of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA), emphasizing its importance in 

ensuring equitable access to emergency care. He outlines clinicians' responsibilities under the law, 

including patient screening, stabilization, and appropriate transfers. The session also features real-

life case scenarios to highlight common challenges and potential pitfalls in EMTALA compliance. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1) Explain the legal and historical basis for EMTALA. 

2) Identify our responsibilities as clinicians regarding EMTALA.  

3) Discuss real-life scenarios and potential pitfalls. 
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